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BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE 

Temporary Orders Suspension — Motion 

HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral — Leader of the House) [3.10 pm] — without notice: I 
move —  

That temporary order 6(1) be suspended as would enable questions without notice to be taken at 
3.45 pm.  

By way of explanation, members will be aware that the business program for today has been concluded and I do 
not propose to bring on any business on the notice paper at this time without notice being given. I propose that in 
the event this motion is agreed to, you leave the chair, Mr Deputy President (Hon Jon Ford), until 3.45 and that 
the usual 30 minutes of question time be held from 3.45 to 4.15. I understand that at 4.15 there will be a special 
afternoon tea to farewell a staff member, so I think it is important we are here for that. At the conclusion of 
afternoon tea, I expect a bill from the other house will have arrived. I gather that it will have come by a very 
tortuous route! Following the reading in of that legislation, I intend to bring on members’ statements.  

HON SUE ELLERY (South Metropolitan — Leader of the Opposition) [3.12 pm]: When I had a 
conversation behind the Chair with the Leader of the House he asked me whether, if we found ourselves in this 
position, we should have a break or go straight to question time. I suggested we go straight to question time. It 
seemed to me that, rather than sit around — 

Hon Norman Moore: It’s the afternoon tea that caused the issue.  

Hon SUE ELLERY: I am sure members would have made themselves available to attend the afternoon tea for 
that special member of staff whom we all appreciate. Nevertheless, if this is the way the government wants to do 
it, this is the way we will do it. But we find ourselves in the extraordinary position of the government having no 
business for us to deal with, so we have to wander off for half an hour.  

Hon Norman Moore: With respect, I could bring on order of the day 7 now, if you like.  

Hon SUE ELLERY: If we do that, we will be dealing with a flawed piece of legislation that the government’s 
responsible minister has recognised was not consulted on properly with the appropriate people. We can have that 
debate; that will be fine. We will now sit around, wasting taxpayers’ money for half an hour because members 
opposite cannot organise the agenda properly.  

Hon Norman Moore: Don’t ever ask for a favour again. 

Hon SUE ELLERY: What favours have I asked you, ever? 

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order!  

HON LYNN MacLAREN (South Metropolitan) [3.13 pm]: The Greens are ready to proceed to question time 
now, or in half an hour at 3.45 pm. We support the Leader of the House’s motion.  

Question put and passed with an absolute majority.  

Sitting suspended from 3.15 to 3.45 pm 
 


